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We were all very disappointed that 

our bid for the government levelling 

up fund was turned down. 

However, having looked at the 

reason why that was we will be 

putting forward a stronger bid in 

the spring so all is not lost. But 

even if this was to fail it will not 

stop our plans from going ahead; 

from the group that put the 

neighbourhood plan together we 

have formed a Community Land 

Trust and a Regeneration 

Partnership. This means that we 

can look elsewhere for funding and 

investment; and this work has 

already started. I am very 

optimistic that the changes to our 

high street and elsewhere in 

Dinnington that we all want will 

happen. 

 

Although the weather was 

determined to try to stop us, our 

Christmas Carnival went ahead. It 

was great to see you all even 

though we were all a bit soggy, 

without all of you, especially the 

children; turning out there would be 

no Carnival. We hope to make this 

year’s even better.   

 

Dave Smith 

Chairman 

Dinnington St John’s Town Council 

Meeting Dates 

2022 

Monday 14th March  

Monday 11th April – Annual 

Parish meeting 

Monday 9th May – Annual Town 

Council meeting 

Monday 13th June 

Monday 11th July 

Monday 12th September 

Monday 10th October  

Monday 14th November 

Monday 12th December 

 

All meetings to be held in The 

Lyric, Laughton Road, 

Dinnington commencing at 7pm 

unless notified otherwise. 

Chairman’s Report 

Can I first of all wish you all a very 

happy and a safe New Year. 

Since our last newsletter, the Lyric has 

begun to function properly again and is 

open for business. We have made 

more changes to this great venue, one 

of which is the toilets; there are now 

more female toilets than there were. 

Further improvements are planned for 

this year. 

I am sure you will have noticed the 

large grey boxes that have appeared 

around Dinnington. These are the 

crusher bins I requested over two years 

ago. They hold a lot more litter than the 

ordinary bins; the solar panel on the top 

works a crusher mechanism inside the 

bin. This helps them to deal with a lot 

more litter, especially the kind 

generated by takeaways. These will be 

a great asset in our fight against street 

littering, but of course they are no 

substitute for us all doing the right thing 

and putting our litter in the bins. 

The people of Dinnington voted 

overwhelmingly in favour of the 

Dinnington St John’s Town Council 

Neighbourhood Plan at the referendum; 

this means that we as a council have 

an obligation to see it brought to 

fruition. Within the next few months we 

should be seeing things begin to 

happen on the old allotment site to the 

rear of Scarsdale Street. The plan is to 

build over 20 top class social houses 

for Dinnington families. This is just one 

of many plans we will be bringing 

forward in the next couple of years. 



Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

As you may all be aware, the beginning of June this year will see 
celebrations of The Queen’s 70 years on the throne.  Dinnington St John's 
Town Council are working with Dinnington Rugby Club to organise events to 
celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.  

There will be a fun packed day at the Rugby Club on 2nd June ending with 
the lighting of our official Jubilee Beacon in line with the national lighting 
timetable. 

There will also be events held in the Lyric - details to be announced in due 
course. 

Check our website and Facebook page to see further details as we have 
them. 

Please check out the Town Council’s website and social media pages for 

future updates on all events.  If anyone has any good ideas that we can 

consider as part of our plans, or if you wish to be involved in anyway, please 

contact the Town Clerk by email: clerk@dinningtonstjohns.org   

Park Avenue 

Cemetery  

Natural Burial 

Area 

The rear part of the cemetery 

dedicated as a ‘natural’ burial 

area. This area is for eco-

friendly burials only and, in 

line with national practice for 

such areas, will be maintained 

as a ‘meadow’. This means it 

will be largely left to nature 

rather than how the rest of the 

cemetery is maintained, 

creating a habitat for wildlife to 

flourish. This peaceful area 

permits the planting of fruit 

trees with plaques to 

remember loved ones, rather 

than gravestones.  

For further details concerning 

natural burials please contact 

either your funeral service 

provider or the Cemetery 

Supervisor, Ellen Pack, on 

07790 556351. 

Understanding What We Do 

Dinnington St John’s Town Council functions as a large parish council and, 

whilst it has a wide-ranging list of activities it has the power to do to support 

the community, there are many areas it does not have the authority to 

undertake. The following list is an example of some activities we can (and 

do) fulfil, and others that are carried out by Rotherham Borough Council:

Dinnington Rotherham 

Allotments 
Burial grounds 
Community buildings 
Entertainment provi-
sion (e.g. Xmas Festi-
val) 
Grants to local  
organisations 
Parks/community  
spaces 
War memorials 

Maintenance of public highways/footpaths 
Housing 
Education 
Issue of licences/passes (e.g. disability ‘blue 
badge’ 
Council tax 
Fixed penalty notices (e.g. parking, fly-tipping, 
dog offences) 
Rubbish collection 
Planning applications 

 
NATURAL BURIAL AREA 

Bonfire Night 2022 

In addition to the Jubilee celebrations, we are also working with the Rugby 
Club on plans to hold a Bonfire and Fireworks display this year.  Again, 
details will be posted on our website and Facebook page as we have them. 

mailto:clerk@dinningtonstjohns.org


Budget 2022-23 

At its meeting held on 24th January 2022, the council agreed its budget for 

the financial year 2022-23 as follows: 

EXPENDITURE 

General admin/office expenses   £47,026 1.2% 

Vehicles      £4,285 -10.3% 

Grants      £10,000 0.0% 

Lyric - general     £30,885 4.2% 

Lyric - bar      £21,360 13.3% 

Cemetery      £28,600 0.0% 

Allotments      £1,700 -12.8% 

Projects      £68,500 124.6% 

Xmas illuminations/gala    £10,000 0.0% 

Salaries incl. PAYE/NI    £162,485 4.7% 

Petty Cash      £500  0.0% 

       £385,341  14.5% 

 

INCOME 

Precept      £261,895 4.7% 

General income     £4,500 0.0% 

Lyric hire      £17,000 0.0% 

Lyric bar      £33,000 10.0% 

Cemetery      £35,000 0.0% 

Allotments      £1,150 35.3% 

       £352,545 4.5% 

Net expenditure     £32,796 

Transfer from general reserves   -£32,796 

       £0 

The gross increase in precept (money received by this council from 

Dinnington residents through council tax bills) is £11,750, of which £9250 will 

be funded by a change in the tax base for Dinnington. This means only 

£2500 of the increase will be funded by the Dinnington tax payers, a rise just 

1% (£1.06 for the year for a Band D tax payer). 

The council has budgeted for an overspend in the next financial year as it 

looks to invest in some of its facilities, in particular making improvements to 

the block paved areas in Coronation Park and the Cemetery.      

Christmas 

Festival 2021 

Last year’s Christmas Festival 

was a successful event, 

despite the weather. However, 

we are always looking to 

improve and provide an event 

the Dinnington people want. 

We have asked for feedback 

via social media and would 

welcome any further feedback 

anyone wishes to provide. 

Some of the comments are 

summarised below and will be 

considered by the organising 

committee or this year’s event. 

1. Entertainment on Laughton 

Road - the fairground were 

missed and it was suggested 

that local groups may be 

interested in a performance 

before/after Santa’s arrival. 

2.Stalls - Christmas market 

(German?) style food/drinks 

and stalls would be 

preferred, not burger vans.  

Also, the positioning of stalls 

could be reviewed to ensure 

business is spread better 

along Laughton Road. 

3.Overall event timing to be 

looked at to better involved 

existing shops etc. 

4.Lyric - the availability of 

Santa (timings) could be 

improved, and a café facility 

in The Lyric was felt to be 

required. 

Thank you for your comments 

so far; any further comments 

can be submitted via the 

website or email to the Clerk. 

Emergency  

Shelter 
purchased and held in store for use if required. Items include stocks of daily 
items (e.g. personal hygiene needs) to be able to support individuals for a 
short time in a crisis, along with sleeping bags and mats that could be 
distributed until more permanent accommodation can be found. 
 
In addition, the council has taken stock of several hundred ‘hydro sacks’ to 
help protect properties in the event of potential flooding. These are widely 
believed to be much more efficient than sand bags and will be distributed by 
council staff as need is identified during a possible flooding scenario 

The plan to develop the 
capability of The Lyric to act 
as an ‘emergency refuge 
should the need arise is 
making progress. Although 
slower than we would have 
liked, items are now being 



Dinnington History 

Dinnington Parish Council was designated as a Civil Parish in 1866 and The Parish Councils Act 1894 paved the 

way for Parish Councils to be formed. Dinnington Parish Council was probably formed in the early years of the 

Colliery as Dinnington was expanding away from the central area around the Church. In those early years the 

Parish Council would be responsible for lighting the streets amongst other things. 

In a reorganisation in 1954 Dinnington Parish Council was abolished and merged with the St John’s with 

Throapham Civil Parish and was renamed Dinnington St John’s Parish Council. In a bid to attract more 

investment ten years after the Colliery closed Dinnington was re-designated as a Town and thus Dinnington St 

John’s Town Council came into being. 

There was a twentyfold increase in the population of Dinnington during the early years of the Colliery. The 1901 

Census shows a village with a population of 348 and by the time of the 1911 Census the population stood at 

4,933. Between 1901 and 1930 Dinnington was a hive of activity with houses being built on Laughton Road, 

some of these eventually transformed into shops leading to the Laughton Road we know today. 

The Villas (opposite Dinnington Resource Centre) were built for the Colliery Management of the time, and South 

Street behind them was built for the Colliery Officials (Overmen and Deputies). The houses for the workers were 

built on a new street branching off Laughton Road and these were built in rows of terraces with individual 

names. This area came to be known as “The Barracks” as the rows of houses looked like they were set out in 

the style of an Army Barracks. 

At that time all the building materials were transported from the brickworks into Dinnington via railway wagons 

from the Colliery end to the bottom of Laughton Road and from there by horse and cart to the various roads that 

were being built. Coronation Avenue was built along the route where the railway lines had been laid.   

After the First World War the village began to grow again and it is at this time that Eastern, Central and Western 

Avenues (and the respective Close for Eastern and Western) were built to accommodate more Colliery workers. 

Also, at this time a new street was built off Lordens Hill, this was called “The Avenue” but to avoid confusion with 

Eastern, Central and Western it was renamed “The Crescent.” 

Speaking of the First World War leads us into the great find at St Leonard’s Church in 2016 by the Parish 

Administrator of St Leonard’s, Caren Turner. Rolled up at the rear of a cupboard were two rolls of paper. Caren 

took them out of the cupboard and gently unrolled them and it turned out to be the Roll of Honour of every single 

member of Dinnington Colliery who served in the First World War. Officers were denoted in red, NCOs in blue 

and those who lost their lives were marked with a cross. 

These can be seen at The Dinnington Heritage Society’s webpage; https://dinningtonheritage.weebly.com/roll-of-

honour-ww1.html 

The originals were framed by the Town Council and can be seen in The Leonard Milner Lounge in the Lyric. 

It is important that we save our history and our heritage, it is thanks to the likes of Roy Newman and the 

Dinnington History Group that preceded the Dinnington Heritage Group, that a lot of photographs and 

documents have been saved. Also, thanks must go to Morris Baker who continually finds and posts photographs 

of Old Dinnington on his Facebook page that our heritage is being saved.  The Town Council are the current 

custodians of the Heritage Group archive, this is kept in the Town Council offices on Laughton Road and 

consists of maps, pamphlets, photographs, and other ephemera from the history of Dinnington.  

Milner’s Musings 

In future editions, Cllr Andy Milner will delve into the Town Council archives and select various interesting/

amusing entries from the minutes of years gone by to provide a flavour of how life was in the area at various 

points in our history. Unfortunately we ran out of space for his first ‘musings’ in this edition but they will appear 

here in future newsletters. 



Community Club 

Our Community Club is open to all residents within the 

parish of Dinnington St John’s, who wish to have fun 

and make new friends.  

Events are booked until June and further events for 

later in the year will be confirmed soon and will be 

announced on our website and Facebook page 

(search for Dinnington Community Club), with posters 

displayed in our council office window, inside The Lyric 

and on notice boards around Dinnington. 

Feedback from events has been very positive and are 

possible thanks to support not only from the council but 

also Tesco, Yourmag and St Leonard’s Church  

magazine, for which we are very grateful.  

 

We look forward to welcoming both existing and new 

members to all Community Club events. 

 

What’s On 

Firstly, we would like to say a huge thank you to 

everyone that continues to support the Lyric and our 

events. It’s been a tough two years but since fully re-

opening in July we have been very busy and our 2022 

calendar is looking very healthy.  

Two Lyric events we are currently advertising – Friday 

10th June The Queens Platinum Jubilee Indoor Street 

Party. Tickets are £5 each including buffet style food 

and live entertainment from Donna Bell and DJ 

Friday 17th June Soul Battalion, best of soul and 

motown 8-piece live band. Tickets are £10 each 

cabaret-style seating. Bring your own food. 

For up to date news and events please visit our 

facebook page www.facebook.com/TheLyricVenue or 

the website www.thelyricdinnington.co.uk. 



 

CHAIR 
  
DAVE SMITH 
cllrdsmith@dinningtonstjohns.org 

 

VICE-CHAIR 
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cllrdadams@dinningtonstjohns.org 
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jeanhart_900@hotmail.com 
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PAULA RUSSELL 
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STEVE SCOTT 
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DINNINGTON ST JOHN’S TOWN COUNCIL TEAM  
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

SUPPORT TEAM 
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer  Alistair Evans clerk@dinningtonstjohns.org 
Assistant Clerk     Lynne Warne asstclerk@dinningtonstjohns.org 
Cemetery/Maintenance Supervisor   Ellen Pack dinningtoncem@live.co.uk  
Maintenance Team    Tony Pack, Lee Robinson  
Lyric Events Manager    Emma Stanger lyricvenue@outlook.com 
Lyric Bar Manager    Keith Wesley 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Office  Tel:   01909 564169 
  Website: https://dinningtonstjohns.org/ 
  Facebook: www.facebook.com/dinningtontowncouncil 
Lyric Venue: website:  https://thelyricdinnington.co.uk/ 
  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/TheLyricVenue/ 
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